








ATV General Operations 
•		A	valid	driver’s	license	is	required	to	operate	an	ATV	on	a	road	right-of-way.	
•		A	driver’s	license	is	not	required	to	operate	an	ATV	on	a	designated	trail	that	

includes a road right-of-way. 
•		If	your	ATV	is	equipped	with	a	headlight	and	taillight	they	must	be	on	at	all	

times. 
•		Operation	on	a	township	road:	A	person	with	a	valid	driver’s	license	may	

operate an ATV on the far right-hand side of a township road, unless prohibited 
by local regulations. If traveling at a slower speed than other traffic on the 
township road, the ATV should be driven as close as practical to the right hand 
edge of the road. 

•	Operation	of	a	Class	2	ATV	is	limited	to:	Private	land;	Frozen	lake	surfaces;	
State forest roads; Shoulder or extreme right side of county roads and on the 
right side of township roads and city streets—if not prohibited by the road 
authority or other local laws, and with a valid driver’s license; Designated Class 
2 trails and use areas.

•	 Class	2	ATVs	may	NOT	be	operated	on	the	shoulder	of	a	state	trunk	highway.
•		A	person	with	a	valid	driver’s	license	may	operate	an	ATV	registered	for	private	

use and being used for agricultural purposes on a public right-of-way of a trunk, 
county, state aid, or county highway, if the ATV is on the extreme right side of 
the road. A left turn may be made if it is safe to do so. 

•		You	may	not	drive	a	Class	1	ATV	within	the	right-of-way,	including	the	ditch,	
of a state or county road from April 1 to August 1 in the agricultural zone. (See 
definition on page 7.) This does not apply to a Class 1 ATV registered and used 
for agricultural purposes. Class 2 ATVs cannot be operated in a ditch.

•	You	may	operate	an	off-highway	vehicle	on	a	bridge,	a	roadway	shoulder,	or	
the inside bank of a public road right-of-way if necessary to avoid obstructions 
to travel or environmentally sensitive areas. You must remain in the farthest 
right-hand lane, enter the roadway within 100 feet of the bridge, obstacle or 
area, and make the crossing without delay.

•		You	may	not	cross	a	bridge	that	is	part	of	the	traveled	lanes	of	an	interstate	
highway. 

•	 You	may	not	exceed	10	mph	on	the	frozen	surface	of	public	waters	within	
100 feet of another person that is not on an ATV (including people that are 
fishing) or within 100 feet of a fish house or other shelter. 

•		Grant-in-aid	snowmobile	and	non-motorized	trails	are	closed	to	ATVs	unless	
specifically allowed. 

•		ATVs	may	not	be	operated	with	a	snorkel	device	that	has	a	raised	air	intake	
six inches or more above the manufacturer’s original air intake. Exception: 
ATVs with snorkel devices may be operated within the Iron Range OHV State 
Recreation Area and other designated public OHV recreation areas. 

•	 You	may	not	operate	an	ATV	on	controlled	access/freeway	portions	of	state	
highways. Watch for road design changes.

33

ATV



OFF-HIGHWAY 
MOTORCYCLE SECTION 

OHM Youth Operators 
It is unlawful for anyone in control of an OHM to allow it to be operated 
contrary to the following requirements. 

Operators under 18 are required to wear a helmet when operating on public 
lands, waters, and road rights-of-way. See definition of an approved helmet on 
page 35. 

Non-residents less than 16 years of age may operate an OHM on public 
lands or waters if they have in possession proof of completing an OHM safety 
course offered by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation or another state and are 
accompanied by a person 18 years old or older who has a valid driver’s license.

2012–2013
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Age  Requirement
•		May	not	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	public	road	right-of-way	
•		May	not	operate	OHM	on	a	public	road	or	public	road	right-of-way	
•		May	not	operate	OHM	on	public	lands	or	frozen	public	waters	

unless accompanied by a person 18 years of age or older
•		Must	possess	a	valid	OHM	safety	certificate	to	operate	on	public	

lands or frozen public waters 
•		Must	wear	eye	protection
•		Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands	

and frozen waters.
•		Operator	participating	in	DNR	permitted	event	not	required	to	be	

accompanied by an adult.

•		Must	possess	a	valid	OHM	safety	certificate	to	operate	on	public	
lands or frozen public waters 

•		May	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	public	road	(except	an	interstate	
highway) if accompanied by a person 18 years of age or older with 
a valid driver’s license 

•		Must	wear	eye	protection	
•		Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands,	

frozen waters, and public road rights-of-way.

•		Must	have	a	driver’s	license	to	operate	an	OHM	on	a	public	
roadway, and the motorcycle must be licensed for highway use (A 
driver’s license is not required on designated trails when the trail 
specifically includes the road right-of-way.) 

•		Must	wear	eye	protection	
•		Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands,	

frozen waters, and public road rights-of-way.

Under	12

Under	16

16 and 17



Approved Helmet
An approved helmet worn by an operator or passenger 
must meet Federal law, which requires the helmet to 
display the symbol DOT. DOT is the manufacturer’s 
certification that the helmet conforms to the applicable 
Federal motor vehicle safety standards. Standard 
bicycle helmets and hockey helmets are not legal 
helmets.

OHM Safety Training Requirement 
Persons under the age of 16 must successfully complete the OHM Safety 
Training Course before operating an OHM on public lands, frozen waters, public 
road rights-of-ways, or state or grant-in-aid trails. The course includes OHM 
familiarization, operating procedures, OHM laws, loading and towing procedures, 
ethics, safety hazards and environmental considerations. 

There is no cost for the course, but students who successfully complete the CD 
training are issued a safety certificate for a $5 fee.

For more information, or for a duplicate OHM safety certificate, call the DNR 
Information Center, Twin Cities 651-296-6157, toll-free 1-888-646-6367, or 
DNR Safety Training Program Headquarters 1-800-366-8917, or go to www.
mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/atv

OHM General Operations 
•		You	may	not	operate	an	OHM	in	ditches,	unless	it	is	a	trail	designated	for	

OHM use. OHMs registered for highway use may operate on roadways. See 
diagram on page 7. 

•		A	valid	driver’s	license	with	a	motorcycle	endorsement	is	required	to	operate	
anywhere on road rights-of-way including crossing roads. The only exception 
would be on portions of a designated trail that specifically include a road 
right-of-way. 

•		Your	OHM	must	have	a	headlight,	taillight,	and	brakes	to	be	operated	on	a	
public road. The lights must be on while operating on a trunk, county, state 
aid, or county highway; or when crossing a public road right-of-way, ½ hour 
after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise; or in conditions of reduced visibility. 

•		You	must	wear	eye	protection	when	operating	an	OHM.	
•	 You	may	not	exceed	10	mph	on	the	frozen	surface	of	public	waters	within	

100 feet of a person fishing or a fish house or other shelter. 
•		Sound	levels	for	OHMs	manufactured	after	1986	may	not	exceed	96 decibels	

when operated on public lands. 
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OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 
SECTION 

ORV Youth Operators 
A person under 16 years of age may not operate an ORV. The owner of an 
ORV may not allow it to be operated by a person under 16 years of age. 

ORV Education and Safety Training 
An ORV environmental and safety training CD is available for persons 
16 or older. The course covers ORV familiarization, operation procedures, 
law, towing procedures, ethics, safety hazards, and environmental 
considerations. It is not required by law to take the course, but it is highly 
recommended. The cost is $15.00. For more information call the DNR 
Information Center, Twin Cities 651-296-6157, toll-free 1-888-646-6367, 
or DNR Safety Training Program Headquarters at 1-800-366-8917, or go to 
www.mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/orv/index.html

ORV General Operations 
•		All	ORV	passengers	and	operators	must	wear	seat	belts.	
•		A	valid	driver’s	license	is	required	to	cross	roads.	The	only	exception	

would be for those portions of a designated trail that specifically include 
a road right-of-way. 

•	ORVs	are	required	to	have	lights	on	while	crossing	public	roads	½ hour	
after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise, and during periods of reduced 
visibility. 

•		You	may	operate	on	state	forest	roads,	trails,	and	lands	as	described	on	 
pages 19–23. 

•		You	may	not	operate	an	ORV	within	the	right-of-way	of	an	
interstate highway, or within a public road right-of-way, except on a 
designated trail.

Note: The DNR strongly recommends passengers and operators wear 
approved helmets at all times. (See approved helmet information page 35.)

ORV Free Admission Day 
On May 18, 2013 the Iron Range Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area will 
not require registration on any ORVs that visit the site. The free admission 
day falls on the third Saturday in May each year.

2012–2013
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VOLUNTEER TRAIL
       AMBASSADOR

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SAFE
ETHICAL

RESPONSIBLE
Riders

Trails are
monitored by

Trail Ambassadors—Volunteers That 
Make a Difference!
DNR Volunteer Trail Ambassadors are dedicated individuals 
who promote and assist with safe and environmentally 
responsible riding and trail use. They are specially trained 
to meet and greet fellow outdoor enthusiasts and to 
educate trail users about responsible OHV riding on public 
lands. Ambassadors act as extra eyes and ears for the 
DNR on the numerous miles of state OHV trails.

This unique volunteer grant 
program is a result of a 
cooperative effort between the 
All-Terrain Vehicle Association 
of Minnesota (ATVAM), 
Amateur Riders Motorcycle 
Association (ARMCA), 
Minnesota 4 Wheel Drive 
Association (MN4WDA), 
Minnesota	United	
Snowmobilers Association 
(MnUSA)	and	the DNR.



Take a DNR all-terrain vehicle, off-highway 
motorcycle, or off-road vehicle safety training course. 

Get the 2012–2013 course schedule at:  
mndnr.gov/OHV


